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OENIADAE 

III 

THE SMALL TEMPLE 



On a promontory at the west side of the harbor, where a 
level space is formed at an angle in the city wall, there ap- 
peared remains of what had evidently been a temple of small 
dimensions. The angle in the wall is formed where the city 
wall begins on the west side of the harbor and where is located 
the small gate. No. 1, already described. This gateway gave 
access to the west end of the platform where the temple was 
built. As there was no deposit of earth over the remains, it 
was a question of only a few hours' work, on December 24, 
1900, to clear away the small accumulation and make clear the 
lines of the temple. 

The temple seems to have consisted of a pronaos, cella, and 
small opisthodomos ; it had no peristyle and probably no col- 
lunns at either end. Its total length is about 11.50 m. and its 
breadth, 6.19 m. ; the walls are, in general, about 0.50 m. in 
thickness and are composed of blocks of gray limestone. The 
temple is quite accurately orientated, the axis inclining slightly 
south of east. (Cf. Fig. 30.) 

In the middle of the eastern end is a doorway, 1.42 m. in 
width, through which the pronaos is entered. (Cf. Fig. 31.) 
The pronaos is about 2.17 m. in depth on the inside and 5.15 m. 
in width; the wall bounding it on the north has fallen out- 
ward from its place. 
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Figure 30. — Plan of the Small Temple at Oeniadae. 



The doorway from the pronaos into the cella is 1.35 m. 
in width ; the natural rock crops out at this point, and is 
also to be seen in the middle and on the north and south 
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sides of the cella, which has a length of 6.04 m. and a width 
of 5.15 m. 

Against the rear wall of the cella were found the remains of 
a basis, probably for the cult statue. When uncovered this 
basis had preserved its shape quite well, but as it was con- 
structed of small blocks, it was subsequently pulled to pieces 
by peasants in the probable expectation of finding concealed 




Figure 31. — The Small Temple at Oeniadae, looking from the East. 



treasure ; this occurred before our return to Oeniadae in the 
following May. The foundation of the basis measured about 
1.20 m. from front to rear and 1.32 m. in width. This basis 
was not built midway of the back wall of the cella, but was 
placed about 0.50 m. to the south of the middle point, thus 
bringing it out of line with the doors of the pronaos and cella. 
It was probably so placed that abundant room might be left 
for the doorway into the small rear chamber, which was made 
at the northern end of the cross wall, Le, to the right of the 
statue basis, and which had a width of 1.15 m. 
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The rear chamber has a depth of only 1.07 m., and a door, 
1.40 m. in width, opens toward the west, corresponding to the 
doorway at the opposite end of the temple. The western door 
gives easy access to Gate 2. 

A considerable quantity of broken tiles was found in the 

interior of the temple, none of them with stamps, however. 

Some small fragments of marble were found in the cella, 

coarsely crystalline in structure and covered with a yellowish 

brown patina. One of the fragments forms part of the right 

foot of a statue (cf. Fig. 32) ; the toes appear peeping out from 

the folds of drapery which nearly cover 

the foot. The marble is somewhat 

worn, especially about the great toe. 

The second toe, which is the longest, 

is 0.036 m. in length, and the foot 

across the toes has a width of 0.073 m. ; 

the sandal underneath conforms to the Figure 32.— Fragment of 

shape of the foot. We may infer from ^ ^^^^""^^ ^""Z' ^^^^^^ 
^ "^ IN THE Small Temple. 

this small fragment that the statue was 

a draped female figure about three-fourths life size. Aside 
from this fragment we have lio reason for assigning a name to 
the temple. If a female divinity were worshipped here, we 
might, from the proximity of the harbor, conjecture her to have 
been Athena the Saviour, who was worshipped as goddess of 
the sailors at Piraeus, in conjunction with Zeus Soter.i The 
water of the harbor came very close to the temple at the north- 
east corner, where the rock falls sheer. 

Immediately to the east of the temple, between two out- 
croppings of the natural rock, are four large building-blocks 
laid in a row ; their purpose is not evident. In the rock im- 
mediately to the south of these are two circular depressions, 
artificially cut; one circle is entirely hollowed out, while the 

1 'Xe-nva ^ibreipa, cf. C.LA. II, 305, 325, 326, 469, 1387 ; III, 281. Cf. Strabo, 
395, 396, and Paus. I, 1, 3. Artemis also had this cult title. Cf. 'E0. 'Apx- 
1893, p. 59 ; also pp. 52-54, and 1883, p. 205, no. 5, Xibreipa inscribed on a terra- 
cotta statuette of Artemis, holding a hare and caressing a fawn. 
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other forms merely a ring.^ They are about 0.70 m. in diame- 
ter, and may have served as sockets for some monuments in 
front of the temple. 

The only other trace of artificial working in the vicinity is 
down by the water's edge, at a distance too far toward the east 
to be included on the plan, Fig. 30. This is a basis squared 
from the natural rock ; nothing remains from which one might 
determine what it supported. It probably had no connection 
with the temple. 

Benjamin Powell. 

1 Cups and circles cut in the rock are common among primitive peoples in 
various parts of the world, especially in central Australia, where the churinga, 
as a stone so marked is called, has a symbolical and religious meaning. For a 
discussion of these, cf . Andrew Lang, Magic and Beligion ; ' Cup and Bing ' ; 
an Old ProhJem Solved, pp. 241-256. Mr. Lang gives no instances from Greece. 



